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Santa Ana, CA - The U.S. Small Business Administration today announced Small Business 
Week award recipients.   

  

Every year since 1963, the President of the United States has proclaimed National Small 

Business Week to recognize the contributions of small businesses to the economic well-

being of America.  

  

As part of National Small Business Week, the SBA recognizes this special impact made by 
outstanding entrepreneurs and small business owners.  

  

In yet another strong showing, the Santa Ana District produced three district, four 

regional, one Small Business Person of the Year finalist and two state winners, including 
the California Small Business Person of the Year. 

  

The honorees are: 

  

California Small Business Person of the Year  

Hal Hays, Hal Hays Construction, Inc. 

  

Small Business Person of the Year - Finalist 

Carla J. Whitehead, CJW Construction  

  

California Small Business Development Center of Excellence Award 

Vincent McCoy, Inland Empire Small Business Development Center  

  

Region IX Entrepreneurial Success Award 

Beverly A. Bailey, Stronghold Engineering, Inc. 

  

Region IX Veteran Small Business Champion of the Year 

Robert Morrow, Morrow Cable Construction  

  

Region IX Minority Small Business Champion of the Year 

Grace Whitcomb, Southern California Edison  
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Region IX Home-Based Business Champion of the Year 

Jackie Steed, Clear Blue Promotions   

  

Financial Services Champion of the Year 

Richard I. Ganulin, Pacific Enterprise Bank  

  

Women In Business Champion of the Year 

Lisa Marie Platske, Upside Thinking, Inc.  

  

Women's Business Center of Excellence Award 

Michelle Skiljan, Inland Empire Women's Business Center  

  

State and regional winners will now compete for national honors in Washington, D.C.  

Region IX includes Nevada, Arizona, Hawaii, Guam and California. 

  

All honorees will be celebrated at the 47th Annual Small Business Week Awards luncheon 

on June 2nd at the Embassy Suites -Anaheim South.  

  

National Small Business Week will honor the estimated 27.2 million small businesses in 
America.  Small businesses are major contributors to the strength of the American 

economy.  More than half of Americans either own or work for a small business.  They also 
create 60-80 percent of new jobs in the country.   

  

For media inquiries, including interviews with honorees, contact Christopher Lorenzana at 

714.560.7453 or christopher.lorenzana@sba.gov. 

  

For more information about the awards luncheon, contact Kristen Gerke at 760.951.1592 
or kgerke@iesmallbusiness.com. 
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